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THE AMERICAN PEACE SOCIETY ON THE CHILIAN DIFFICULTY. 

The following address was prepared by President Paine for transmission to our public men at Washington. We rejoice to say 
that the war-clouds and mists cleared away so speedily that it was not necessary to send it. 

The American Peace Society ask leave to speak to Benjamm Harrison, President of the United States, to the 
members of his Cabinet, to members oj the United States Senate and of the House of Representatives, to the 
public press and to our fellow citizens. 

Our country knows the full meaning of war. The world has seen and will not soon forget the indomitable 
courage and the resolute will of our people when adequate cause compels them to fight. The valor of soldiers and of 
sailors, and the skill of officers, have been displayed in this country so that they can never be forgotten. 

Self-defence will again at any moment summon the whole power of the country into invincible array. 

But the solemn judgment of right-minded citizens will no longer consent that the horrors of war shall again be 
launched against another people, for any cause short of self-defence ; until time has been given for sober second 
thought on both sides, and until all the resources of honorable diplomacy have been exhausted, and thereafter the 
offer of honorable arbitration has been refused. Nor even then, unless, when passions have subsided, and reason 
again rules, sufficient cause shall exist to justify the dreadful choice of war. 

We earnestly appeal to the public press, wielding such power over the popular mind, to stifle every impulse to 
fan excitement into flame. 

We earnestly appeal to both parties to refrain from any effort to seek party gain where the country's welfare is 
at stake. 

We respectfully commend to the consideration of our rulers the fact that more and more in recent years the 
United States have been assuming in the eyes of the civilized world the pre-.eminent position of commanding influence 
in standing for the rights of the people. 

War has been the sport of some rulers and the passion of others. It has been a grievous curse to the masses 
of mankind. Preparations for war still inflict crushing burdens on the nations of the old world, especially on the men 
and women who toil. 

God has offered to this new world happier fale, nobler opportunities, privileges of priceless value; to be enjoyed 
by our own people, and to be treasured and transmitted to our children ; charged surely with the trust of sharing them 
so far as possible with other lands. 

Our people are proudly conscious of this great inheritance and duty, the grandeur of peace, the potent influence 
for good to the masses of the people, to every branch of industry and enterprise, to all noble arts and sciences, from 
the conscious security of all our people in peace. 

Our people have rejoiced in the recent action of our Government in bringing the nations of North and South 
America into' the Pan-American Congress, one chief purpose of which was to cement enduring peace between them 
and the United States. 

Thoughtful men in Europe joined in according honor to our country for this grand step forward, that peace 
might triumph over war. 

Every consideration now appeals to us to conduct this dispute with Chili in such manrier as to secure the 
present and permanent approbation of the civilized world, and especially of the enlightened Christian conscience of 
ourselves. 

Let us beware lest the respect for us of the countries of South America be lost if they see the power of the 
United States crush their little neighbor. 

We will not seek to measure the damage to our growing relations of friendly commerce, if the passions in 
Chili growing out of war shall be permanently embittered by the anger of defeat. Irreparable injury will be inflicted 
on the glory of American civilization, on the influence which our country is exerting in behalf of peace and 
arbitration, as well as of lessened armaments in Europe, and of measures for the welfare of mankind if we lose this 
opportunity to prove our sincerity, and if, after challenging the admiration of the world for our efforts in the Pan- 
American Congress to prevent war by arbitration, we now threaten war to a small country because of a dispute grow- 
ing out of a sudden outbreak of passion by a mob. Let us not forget that impartial arbitration might possibly 
decide that in this dispute right was not wholly on one side. 

In behalf of our country, therefore, as members of the American Peace Society, we solemnly appeal for time, 
that passions may subside and the truth be established, and the dispute be adjusted by honorable arbitration, if 

diplomacy shall fail. 

ROBERT TREAT PAINE, President of the American Peace Society. 
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